
Roanoke County Public Schools 

Advanced English 6 Summer Reading Assignment 

Book 1: Wonder by R.J. Palacio 

You will be reading the book Wonder by R.J. Palacio. This book will be provided to you before you leave 

school in 5th grade and then will be returned to your English teacher in 6th grade.  As you read this novel, you 

need to answer the following questions on notebook paper. Please write the page number when you reference 

parts of the story. The questions will be due the first day of school.  You will use the questions to help you with 

other assignments in class during the first weeks of school. 

Questions to Think About 

Part I: August- Describe Auggie’s looks and personality. Use evidence from the book to support your 

answer. (Don’t use feelings, but use adjectives to describe Auggie’s personality for example: brave, funny, etc.) 

What is he afraid of?   What does he do that is the same as other children? What does he do differently? 

Consider his actions AND words.  

Part 2: Via- Via has strong feelings about her brother. Some of them are positive and some of them are 

negative.  Describe her feelings and use evidence to support your answers.    

Part 3: Summer- Give examples of how Summer is a good friend to Auggie.  Use examples from the 

book to support your answer.   

Part 4: Jack - How does Jack change, and what brings about this change? Use evidence from the book to 

support your answer.   

Part 5: Justin - Miranda tells Justin, “The universe was not kind to Auggie Pullman” (Palacio 207).  After 

much thought, Justin feels that “the universe takes care of all its little birds” (Palacio 204). What do you think 

Justin meant?   

Part 6: Auggie - Auggie says, “Anyway, it's not that I care that people react to me. Like I've said a 

gazillion times: I'm used to that by now” (Palacio 207).  Do you believe Auggie really feels this way?  Why or 

why not? 

End of book: 

Describe how the following characters felt/acted in the beginning of the book, and how they changed and 

felt/acted in the end of the book. 

Character Beginning of Book    End of Book 

Auggie    

Auggies’s Dad   

Auggie’s Mom    

Jack    



                        

On page 298, Auggie and his family are at Beecher Prep’s middle school graduation.  Mr. Tushman is giving 

his annual speech to the fifth and sixth graders.  Tushman explains to the students that they are at a very 

important stage in their lives.  He goes on to explain how just being kind is not enough. Mr. Tushman states, 

"But in another book by J. M. Barrie called The Little White Bird . . . [Barrie] writes . . ."'Shall we make 

a new rule of life . . . always to try to be a little kinder than is necessary?'"  

Explain how the bolded quote relates to the story?  

Explain which characters from the book this quote applies?  

Explain which characters from the book this quote does not apply?   

 

 

Book 2: Choice book 

Choose a book of your choice that meets the requirements listed below. Be prepared to give a book talk about 

this novel to your class when school begins.  Make notecards and bring them with you the first week of school.  

Book selection guidelines:  

• a minimum of 100 pages,  

• a fiction or narrative nonfiction (a narrative nonfiction book is the story of a particular person(s) who 

experience an event, ex. biography, a story of a particular dog’s life, a book about a family that survived 

Hurricane Katrina) 

Use the information below when making notecards for your book talk.  You must include: 

• the title of the book 

• author  

• genre (type of book: mystery, science fiction, realistic fiction etc.) 

• author’s purpose (entertain, inform, or persuade) 

• main idea/theme of book  

• what you liked and didn’t like in the book 

• why you would or wouldn’t recommend it to other students 

 

 


